CHINA CYCLE

shed in its name ; and because it is a war-cry which rouses a
response in every human heart, it is gravely susceptible of
abuse. Many peoples are prepared, for the sake of an abstract
political freedom, to eschew the other freedoms of the Atlantic
Charter, and even to assume a heavier yoke under a different
name : which usually smells as bad. The Filipinos decided
that they wanted independence, and the Americans, having
felt the same themselves and being an idealistic people behind
their hard-boiled industrial fa$ade, were eager to give it to
them, especially as they had as their leader and spokesman a
man who was evidently capable of holding them together and
running them as a nation. President Quezon is extremely
tough and extremely capable, and dominates his electors as
grimly and securely as any absolute monarch or dictator rules
his subjects. Doubtless he has used " freedom " to help him
to power, but he has already demonstrated his ability to sustain
his responsibilities. He has hitherto had at least some of the
advantages of a leader of opposition, but there is every reason
to suppose that when the Americans finally withdraw, as they
are pledged to withdraw, from Philippine internal affairs, he
will prove equal to the task of governing the Filipinos with
firmness and continuity, not perhaps in their way, not quite
in the American way, but at least in his. What happens after
him is another question, but almost every country in the world,
at the moment, is dependent on one man to a degree that is
historically absurd.

Thus the Americans in 1939-40 found themselves, as a result
partly of their own liberality and partly of work done before
them, withdrawing from their empire almost before they knew
they had one. The Filipinos, as I have said, are an attractive
people, good-looking and intelligent and polite, and the
humility which elsewhere infects coloured peoples, at least
those closely associated as subordinates with white men, seems
to have passed them by. Even in never-conquered China the
servants and employees of the foreigners have a code of deference
to their bosses that they seldom dream of presuming to trans-
gress ; in India and Africa much more so ; but in Manila is
no such admission of inferiority. This is the only " coloured "
country I know in which white masters find their servants not
only borrowing their drinks and cigars, but even their clothes
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